
Year 7 Recommended Reading List  

1. Watership Down by Richard Adams 
2. The Wolves Of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken 
3. Peter Pan by J.M Barrie 
4. Pig-Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 
5. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
6. The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper 
7. Framed by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
8. Wolf by Gillian Cross 
9. The Seeing Stone by Kevin Crossley-Holland 
10. Boy by Roald Dahl 
11. Going Solo by Roald Dahl 
12.  Twelve Minutes to Midnight by Christopher Edge 
13.  Tug Of War by Catherine Forde 
14. The Diary Of A Young Girl by Anne Frank 
15. The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 
16.  The Weirdstone of Brisingasmen by Alan Garner 
17.  Minders by Diana Hendry 
18. The Garbage King by Elizabeth Laird 
19.  A Wrinkle In Time by Madeline L’Engle 
20.  Across The Barricades by Joan Lingard  
21.  The Call Of The Wild by Jack London 
22.  The Box Of Delights by John Masefield 
23.  Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 
24.  War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 
25.  Wonder by R.J Palacio 
26.  Northern Lights by Philip Pullman 
27.  The Subtle Knife by Philip Pullman 
28. The Amber Spyglass by Philip Pullman 
29.  The Indian In The Cupboard Trilogy by Lynne Reid Banks 
30.  Percy Jackson and The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 
31.  Holes by Louis Sachar 
32.  Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 
33.  The Eagle Of The Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliffe 
34.  Stone Cold by Robert Swindells 
35.  The Cay by Theodore Taylor 
36.  The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole aged 13 ¾ by Sue Townsend 
37.  Cue for Treason by Geoffrey Trease 
38.  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
39.  Blitzcat by Robert Westall 
40.  The Sword In The Stone by T.H White 
41.  Raptor by Paul Zindel 
42.  The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak 
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Recommended Reading List for Year 8 

 

1. The Hitchhiker’s Guide To The Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
2. The Plague Dogs by Richard Adams 
3. The Coral Island by R.M Ballatyne 
4. Joby by Stan Barstow 
5. The Dam Busters by Paul Brickhill 
6. Looking for JJ by Anne Cassidy 
7. The Hound Of The Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle 
8. Tightrope by Gillian Cross 
9. Goggle Eyes by Anne Fine 
10. Madame Doubtfire by Anne Fine 
11. The Tulip Touch by Anne Fine 
12. Coram Boy by Jamila Gavin 
13. Lord Of The Flies by William Golding 
14. The Curious Incident Of The Dog In The Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
15. I’m The King Of The Castle by Susan Hill 
16. The Woman In Black by Susan Hill 
17. A Kestrel For A Knave by Barry Hines 
18. The Outsiders by S.E Hinton 
19. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
20. I Am David by Anne Holm 
21. The Flame Trees of Thika by Elspeth Huxley 
22. Journey To The River Sea by Eva Ibbotson 
23. Unbearable by Paul Jennings 
24. The Haunting by Margaret Mahy 
25. Z is for Zachariah by Robert O’Brien 
26. Animal Farm by George Orwell 
27. Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell 
28. Flambards by K.M Peyton 
29. How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff 
30. Small Steps by Louis Sachar 
31. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
32. Treasure Island by R.L Stevenson 
33. Shadowmancer by G.P Taylor 
34. The Day Of The Triffids by John Wyndham 
35. Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah 
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Diversity and Equality Reading List – KS3 – Lit in Colour 

The Lines we Cross 
 

Randa Abdel-Fattah 
 

Michael is drawn to his 
new classmate Mina, but 

they’re on opposite sides of an issue 
that’s tearing their town apart. His 

parents are part of an anti-immigration 
group, while her family have fled their 

besieged home in Afghanistan.  

Walking a Tightrope. 
Rehana Ahmed 

 
A sparkling collection 

of short stories by 
some of Britain's top Asian writers. 

From the night that man first set 
foot on the moon to the World Cup 

in 2002; from a tiny town miles 
from Mumbai to the multi-cultural 

heart of Leicester. 

Secrets of the Henna 
Girl 

 

Sufiya Ahmed 

Zeba Khan is like any 
other sixteen-year-old girl: enjoying 
herself, waiting for exam results . . . 
and dreaming of the day she'll meet 

her one true love. 
 

Except her parents have other plans. 

BECOMING 
MUHAMMAD ALI 

James Patterson  
and Kwame Alexander 

 

The pair have told the 
story of the boxer, who was born 

Cassius Clay, up to the age of 17 in a 
mix of poetry and prose. Readers will 

learn about his family and struggles at 
school, and how, after a thief stole his 

bike, Cassius began training as an 
amateur boxer aged 12. 

Crossover Series 
 

Kwame Alexander 
 
 

12-year-old Josh 
and his twin 

Jordan have basketball in their 
blood. They’re kings of the court, 

star players for their school team. 
Their father used to be a champion 
player and they each want nothing 

more than to follow in his 
footsteps. 

The Deep Blue 
Between 

Ayesha Harruna 
Attah 

 
Twin sisters 

Hassana and Husseina’s home is in 
ruins after a brutal raid. But this is 

not the end but the beginning of their 
story, one that will take them to 

unfamiliar cities and cultures, where 
they will forge new families, ward off 

dangers and truly begin to know 
themselves. 

A Jigsaw of Fire and 
Stars 

Yaba Badoe 

Badoe’s novel is about 
the horrors of people-
trafficking, told via a 

story that is steeped with African 
folklore. 

The book is about Sante, who was 
washed ashore as a baby in a chest 

laden with treasure, the sole survivor of 
a ship carrying migrants. 

Noughts and 
Crosses 

Malorie Blackman 

Blackman’s book 
presents a world 
split into two: 

Black people are known as 
Crosses, and are the majority and 
the elite, holding all positions of 
power and the greatest wealth, 
while the white noughts are 
second-class citizens. 

A Pocketful of Stars 
 

Aisha Bushby 

Bushby’s debut 
novel is about 

Safiya, who loves 
gaming, and her mother, who 

doesn’t understand her passion. 
Perhaps, thinks Safiya, her mum 

would prefer she were more like her 
confident best friend Elle. 
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Diversity and Equality Reading List – KS3 - LGBT+ 

Sylvia and 
Marsha Start a 
Revolution 

 

Joy Ellison 

 

Learn the story of Sylvia, Marsha and 
the revolution that kick-started 
Pride. 

Two Weeks with the 
Queen 

 

Morris Gleitzman 

 

This children’s classic follows Colin, 
who wants to visit the Queen to find 
a cure for his sick brother. Along the 
way, he learns about the AIDS crisis. 

Amazons, 
Abolitionists and 

Activists 

 

Mikki Kendall 

This comic book tells the history of 
women’s rights, starting from 
Ancient Times. It looks at how 

feminism has mixed with LGBTQ+ 
activism. 

The Falling in 
Love Montage  

 
Ciara Smyth 

 
Falling in love, 

riding out change, 
figuring out what 

you want to do with your life – Ciara 
Smyth’s pitch perfect debut 

simmers with romance and deep-
rooted dilemmas, delivered 
through witty dialogue and 
affecting emotional detail. 

Nothing Ever 
Happens Here  

 
Sarah Hagger-Holt 

 
There’s love, 

friendship and 
challenging 

prejudice aplenty in this debut 
novel by a LGBTQ+ parenting 

expert. A compassionate, 
accessible, supportive story that 

sees a shy heroine find new 
strength through the experience of 

her dad’s gender transition. 

The Black 
Flamingo  

Dean Atta 

Uplifting and 
dazzlingly 

unique, this coming-of-age 
treasure explores identity and 
sexuality with an emboldening 
message to remember that “you 
have the right to be you”.  

 

The Art of Being 
Normal  

Lisa Williamson 

Two boys. Two 
secrets. This is a 
sensitive, often 

funny and thoroughly engaging 
story of teenagers coming to 
terms with who they are.  

 

Proud 
compiled  

Juno Dawson. 

An inspiring 
anthology of 
illustrated 

short stories by LGBTQ+ writers 
shines a light on a kaleidoscopic 
array of experiences through an 
equally kaleidoscopic breadth 
of genres, themes and styles.  

All the Invisible 
Things  

Orlagh Collins 

This authentic 
YA page-turner 
about making 

sense of the whirlwind that is 
growing-up fizzes with heart, 
humanity and honest true-to-
life experiences. 
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