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Run, Rebel  

Manjeet Mann 

Told in verse, Run, 
Rebel is about 

Amber, a teenager 
who is trapped by 
her father’s rules 
and expectations 

and her own fears. 
All she really wants to do is run, and to 
figure out how to fight for her mother, 

her sister and herself. 

 

Homegoing 

Yaa Gyasi 

Homegoing 
begins with 
half-sisters 

Effia and Esi, 
who don’t 

know they’re 
related. While 

one is sold into slavery, the other 
becomes the wife of a slave trader. 

 

 

Don't Call 
Us Dead 

Danez Smith 

 

Don’t Call Us 
Dead opens 

with a sequence that imagines an 
afterlife for Black men shot by 

police, a place where suspicion, 
violence, and grief are forgotten and 

replaced with the safety, love and 
longevity they deserved here on 

earth. Smith’s poems also touch on 
desire, mortality, and an HIV-positive 

diagnosis. 

Manchester 
Happened  

Jennifer 
Nansubuga 

Makumbi 

Shorlisted for 
magazine 

publisher Hearst’s 
Big Book Awards, 

Manchester Happened is a collection of 
short stories about the Ugandans who 
choose to make England their home. 

Weaving between Manchester and 
Kampala, the collection reimagines the 
journeys of it characters, and examines 

the nature of belonging. 

 

Fruit of the 
Lemon 

Andrea Levy 

Faith 
Jackson 

seems to 
have the 
perfect 

flatshare 
and a great job in television, but 
those, plus her relationship with 
her loving yet overbearing family 
are far from it. When her parents 

announce that they’re going to 
retire back home in Jamaica, Faith 

makes her own journey there and is 
welcomed by her Aunt Coral. 

The Boy in the 
Black Suit  

Jason 
Reynolds 

Seventeen-
year-old Matt 
wears a black 
suit everyday, 
for his job at 
the local 

funeral home. Since his mother died, 
his father can’t handle the bills on 
his own. As his father is drawn to 
alcohol, Matt meets Lovey and is 
drawn to her. Lovey is tough in a way 
Matt wishes he could be, and seems 
to understand his loneliness. 
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I'll Give 
You the 

Sun 

Jandy 
Nelson 

When this 
book came 

out, it 
seemed to be on everyone’s To-

Read List, and with good 
reason. I’ll Give You the Sun is 

the emotional and breathtaking 
story of twin brothers who no 

longer speak, and what—if 
anything—can being them back 

to each other.  

 

Every Day 

David 
Levithan 

A is a teen 
who wakes 

up every 
day in a 
different 

body, living a different life. This 
seems to work for A until he 

meets Rhiannon and everything 
changes. David Levithan’s novel 

is so creative and accurately 
depicts what it feels like when 

you don't know where you 
belong and how grounding it can 
be to find the people who make 

you feel like you’re home. 

Darius the 
Great Is Not 
Okay 

Adib Khorram 

Darius, a 
lonely half-
Persian boy 

with an affinity for Star Trek, 
travels to Iran to meet his 
mother’s family for the first 
time. There, he falls in love: with 
the city of Yazd, his 
grandparents, and his new 
friend, Sohrab. 

 

Girls at the 
Edge of 

the World 

Laura 
Brooke 
Robson 

Set in a 
world that is coming to an end, 
this thrilling romantic fantasy 
follows two girls with a will to 

survive at any cost. As the end 
approaches, will they give in to 

despair, or have they given each 
other a reason to live? 

 

Beyond 
the 

Gender 
Binary 

Alok Vaid-
Menon 

A poet, 
artist, and LGBTQIA+ rights 

advocate, Alok Vaid-Menon, 
doesn’t see the world in black 

and white, They see the world in 
full color! A world where people 
have the opportunity to express 
themselves however they want. 

This book is a great resource, 
demystifying what it means 

when gender is malleable and 
empowering readers to live their 

most authentic selves. 

Juliet 
Takes a 
Breath 

Gabby 
Rivera 

A brilliant, 
funny, and 

honest journey of self-
discovery. When Juliet comes 

out to her family, it doesn’t go as 
smoothly as she wanted. She 
then hopes that an internship 

opportunity across the country 
will be the perfect time to figure 
out everything in her life, only to 
discover that no one has all the 

answers. As Juliet delves into 
what it means to explore her 
race and identity, she’ll learn 

how to come out to her family, 
the world, and herself. 
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