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Introduction

• How GCSEs are now examined
• The new examination expectations in English, mathematics, 

science, history and geography
• Grade boundaries
• Access arrangements
• Revision techniques
• Revision/support opportunities before, during and after school
• How parents can help us to ensure that all students achieve the 

grade they need for post 16 education, training or employment



How have GCSEs changed?

● The end of controlled assessment/ coursework in almost all subjects 
with almost all assessment now being through final exams at the end of 
Year 11. 

● Changes in the type and volume of course content – with more 
content in some subjects and more challenging content also being 
introduced.

● The replacement of the grading system based on A*-G grades with a 
numerical grading system (9-1, with 9 being the highest achievable 
grade). 



GCSE grades and BTEC/vocational grades



Impact of non-attendance on student grades

• Secondary school pupils who did not achieve grades 9 to 4 in English and maths 
missed 10 or more days.

• A child who is absent one day of school per week, misses an equivalent of two 
years of their school life.

• 95% of young people with attendance rates below 85% fail to achieve eight or 
more good grades of GCSE and around one third achieve no GCSEs at all





96% +

Less than 7 days 
(14 sessions)



https://login.arbor.sc/
Arbor@canterbury.kent.sch.uk

mailto:Arbor@canterbury.kent.sch.uk


Monday 24th June English Literature  - Macbeth Extract
English Language – Fiction Writing

Tuesday 25th June Biology paper 1

Wednesday 26th June Maths non-calculator

Thursday 27th June
Geography & History (Students studying both will sit 

History first)

Geography/History

Friday 28th June Chemistry paper 1

Monday 1st July Maths- calculator

Tuesday 2nd July Clashes and catch up





Your password, is your school 
password.



Trust SENCO
Mrs Hopper



Some examples of access arrangements

● Reader  
● Scribe  
● 25% extra time  
● 50% extra time  
● Supervised Rest Break
● Smaller Room  
● Bilingual Dictionaries  
● Word Processor  



The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ)

● When applying for access arrangements we are obliged to 
work within the framework laid down by The Joint Council for 
Qualifications (JCQ).  

● For the purpose of access arrangements, schools must comply 
with JCQ procedures.  These regulations are very complex and 
are updated annually.

● Failure to provide this paperwork can constitute malpractice.

The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ)



The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ)

● A determination of SEND (such as ASD/ADHD or Dyslexia), a 
medical diagnosis/physical condition or social, emotional & 
mental health itself, does not automatically entitle a 
student to access arrangements.

Pupils with SEND, medical diagnosis or physical condition



English

HOME



Year 11 GCSE AQA 
English Language  

HOME



Paper 1: 50% (1 hour 45)

• Section A: Macbeth [40]
• 2 questions
• 1 extract and 1 theme

• Section B: Animal Farm [40]
• 1 question

CLOSED BOOK

Paper 2: 50% (2 hours 15 minutes)

• Section A: Jekyll & Hyde [40]
• 2 questions
• 1 extract and 1 theme

• Section B: Conflict and Unseen Poetry 
[40]
• 1 questions on conflict from the 

anthology
• 1 question on two unseen poems

CLOSED BOOK

Year 11 GCSE 
Edexcel English Literature

HOME



English Online Resources
• Mr.Bruff: www.mrbruff.com
• English GCSE Pod: www.gcsepod.com
• PixL English Literature App – PiXLit: https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/
• BBC English Bitesize English Language AQA: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
• BBC English Bitesize English Literature Edexcel: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z2whg82

HOME

http://www.mrbruff.com/
http://www.gcsepod.com/
https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z2whg82


Term 5 Term 6

AQA Language
Paper 2

Non- Fiction
Writer's Viewpoints and Perspectives

AQA Language
Speaking and Listening Endorsement

Revision

Year 10: Focus

HOME

English After School Revision
Every Wednesday 3-4pm

Nova Building 700s

Monday 24th June English Literature  - Macbeth Extract
English Language – Fiction Writing



Homework Platforms

Sometimes we will ask you to complete 
homework tasks on GCSEPod.

Please make sure you are able to login to the 
platform.

This is a great resource for short videos from 
which you can take notes and develop your 
subject knowledge.

HOME



English Resources

• Attending Y10 revision sessions, Wednesdays 3:00pm-
4:00pm

• Wider reading (newspapers, books, articles etc.)
• Practice papers- PIT tasks based on papers completed in 

class.
• SPaG activities.
• Recapping subject terminology.
• Revision guides from CGP: New GCSE English Language AQA. 

Revision Guide - for the Grade 9-1 course.
• Mr.Bruff: www.mrbruff.com
• Collins: AQA English Language.
• Examination homework- PIT based on peer assessment and 

teacher feedback.

HOME

http://www.mrbruff.com/


Mathematics

HOME



GCSE Maths

Paper 1 – Non-Calculator (90 minutes)

Paper 2 – Calculator (90 minutes)

Paper 3 – Calculator (90 minutes)

Overview of Content

1. Number
2. Algebra
3. Ratio, Proportion and Rates of 

Change
4. Geometry and Measures
5. Probability
6. Statistics



Assessment Objectives Weighting

Higher Foundation

AO1 Understand and apply standard techniques.
- Recall facts.
- Use and interpret notation
- Carry out routine procedures 40% 50%

AO2 Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically.
- Make deductions, inferences and draw conclusions from mathematical 

information.
- Present arguments and proofs.

30% 25%

AO3 Solve Problems within mathematics and in other contexts
- make and use connections between different parts of mathematics
- interpret results in the context of the given problem
- evaluate solutions to identify how they may have been affected by 

assumptions made

30% 25%



HOME

For each Math's Paper sat 
students will get a personalized 

list of red, amber and green 
topics.

A PIT task will be completed in 
lesson to address topics in which 

students did not achieve full 
marks.

All topics will be linked to Sparx 
Maths. Students can put these 

clip numbers into Sparx to target 
their red topics.



In partnership with Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys to provide

A grammar school band for boys and girls in a comprehensive school for all the talentsHOME



Mathematics Resources
• Using Sparx Maths to target Red topics and complete the 

Sparx Revision Checklist (on Satchel One).

• Attending  revision sessions, Monday 3:00pm-4:00pm

• Practice papers – ask your maths teacher or complete online 
at onmaths.com or mathsgenie.co.uk

• Ask your teacher for help on topics you are unsure on.

• In Y11 students will be provided with a GCSE Revision Guide 
and Revision Workbook.

HOME



Mathematics Online 
Resources

• Sparx Maths: https://sparxmaths.uk 
• Maths Genie: https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
• Corbett Maths: https://corbettmaths.com/
• GCSE Pod
• On Maths: https://www.onmaths.com/
• Pearson Revise App
• BBC Bitesize (Edexcel): https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb

HOME

https://sparxmaths.uk
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb


Science

HOME



Topics for EoY Examination

Biology
• Cell Biology
• Organisation
• Infection and 

Response
• Bioenergetics

HOME

Chemistry
• Atomic Structure and 

the Periodic Table
• Bonding, Structure and 

the Properties of 
Matter

• Quantitative Chemistry
• Chemical Changes
• Energy Changes

Physics
• Energy
• Electricity
• Particle Model of 

Matter
• Atomic Structure



EoY Examination

HOME

Combined Science (2 GCSEs)
3 examinations in total
• 1x Biology (in hall) - Tuesday 25th June
• 1x Chemistry (in hall) - Friday 28th June
• 1x Physics (in lesson) - Date TBC

Each 70 marks
Each 16.67% of the total GCSE qualification
Each 1 hour 15 minutes

Triple Science (3 Separate GCSEs)
3 examinations in total 
• 1x Biology (in hall) - Tuesday 25th June
• 1x Chemistry (in hall) - Friday 28th June
• 1x Physics (in lesson) - Date TBC

Each 100 marks
Each 50% of their respective GCSE qualification
Each 1 hour 45 minutes



What are my GAPS?

Use the mock examination PLCs to help guide revision.

The PLCs (personalised learning 
checklists) help students to 

identify their strengths and areas of 
development. These should be used 

to best target revision topics. HOME

A 'Personal Improvement Task' will 
be completed in lesson to address 
topics in which students did not 

achieve full marks. ​This will help to 
close any learning gaps that they 

may have.

For each Science exam taken, 
students will receive a PLC 

(Personalised Learning Checklist) 
of red, amber and green topics.



Revision Guides

All students received a 
revision guide in Year 10

Those who excel in 
the Foundation Tier mock 

examinations can swap 
their revision guide for a 

Higher Tier one.

HOME



Online / Active Learning

All online resources below are ideal for revisiting classwork, or for reviewing topics.
Use your Personalised Learning Checklists to choose the areas to focus on.

https://www.gcsepod.com/

We have purchased individual accounts for students.
Login in with the 'sign in with Office365' button
Contains video tutorials and exam preparation resources.

HOME

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

Free online access. No login required.
Contains summaries of all Science topics and key points to 
remember, including videos and practice tests.

Free online access. No login required.
NOT JUST FOR PHYSICS AND MATHS. Contains summaries of all 
Science topics and key points to remember, including videos 
and practice tests.https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/





The Canterbury Academy
A school for all the talents

In partnership with Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys to provide

A grammar school band for boys and girls in a comprehensive school for all the talents

Humanities

HOME



Geography
June Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes

 Physical and Urban Issues

HOME



Geography June Mock Exam
1 hour 30 mins

HOME

The Living World

• Know how animals and plants 
can be adapted to their 
environment.

• Know the importance and 
value of the rainforest.

• Know the opportunities and 
challenges to development in a 
cold environment (eg Alaska)

Urban Issues and Challenges

• Know how we can make our 
urban spaces more 
sustainable.

• Know what urban sprawl is.
• Know the opportunities and 

challenges of urban growth in 
an LIC/NEE (eg Rio)

UK Physical Landscapes

• Know some erosional and 
depositional landforms for rivers 
and coasts.

• Know some different 
management strategies for rivers 
and coasts and advantages and 
disadvantages.



PLCs What are my GAPS?

✓RAG your knowledge on the different topics, make sure 
you then act upon this with revision. Know geographical 
processes and case studies. You must be able to apply 
your knowledge and understanding using detailed 
examples and case studies.

✓Know and learn the geographical terminology (key 
terms). These are really important!

✓Make use of revision guides and revision materials given 
to you. Make sure any you use are for the AQA exam 
board, if you are not sure, ask your teacher.

✓Use Seneca

You should have logged in with a class code given to you by 
your Geography teacher. If you haven’t, see your teacher!

✓Learn from previous examination practice and keep on 
practicing examination questions!

After each mock, students are given a 
PLC (personalised learning checklist). 
This identifies their strengths and 
areas of development. These should 
be used to target revision topics.

HOME



Online / Active Learning

Step 2: Scroll down to find: 

GCSE
Geography 

Step 3: Click on digital book

Step 1: Login with Microsoft

HOME

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=/app


Online / Active Learning Online textbook
Kerboodle.com

HOME

Seneca.com



History
June Paper: 2 hours
  Conflict and Tension in Asia

 Germany 1890-1945

HOME



History June Mock Exam
2 hours: Conflict and Tension in Asia

 Germany 1890-1945

HOME

Asia:
Origins of the Cold War in Europe
Rise of tensions in Korea
The Korean War
Aftermath of Korea
French Indo China / First Indo China War 1945 - 1954
Civil War under Diem 1954 - 1963
Americanization of the War 1963 - 1968
Vietnamization and the end of American involvement 
in Vietnam 1969 - 1973

Germany:
Germany under the Kaiser
Germany during WWI
The Early years of the Weimar Republic in 
Crisis 1918 - 1923
The Stresemann years / Golden Age
The Fall of the Weimar Republic / Rise of the 
Nazi Party
From Chancellor to Dictator
Life under the Nazi's 1932 - 1945



PLCs What are my GAPS?

✓RAG your knowledge on the different topics. 
Make sure you then act upon this with revision. 
You must be able to apply your knowledge and 
understanding using detailed examples of 
events / people / places.

✓Learn from previous examination practice and keep 
on practicing examination questions!

✓Know and learn your key terms. These are really 
important!

✓Make use of GCSE Pod and revision materials 
given to you.

✓Use Kerboodle to access the online textbook. 
Log in with Microsoft.

After each mock, students are given a 
PLC (personalised learning checklist). 
This identifies their strengths and 
areas of development. These should 
be used to target revision topics. HOME



Online Textbooks

Step 2: Scroll down to find: 

History GCSE 

Step 3: Click on the book 
you want.

Step 1: Login with Microsoft

HOME

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=/app


Online / Active Learning

HOME

Online textbook
Kerboodle.com

Seneca.com



RE
June Paper: 1 hour
Study of Religions and Thematic Studies

HOME



RE June Mock Exam
1 hour: Study of Religions and Thematic Studies

HOME

Thematic Studies
Relationships and Families:

• Religious attitudes to LGBTQ+

• Religious attitudes to divorce and remarriage
• Religious attitudes to family planning

Religion and Life
• Evaluation skills on religious attitudes to when life 

begins and ends (abortion and euthanasia)

Study of Religions
Christian Beliefs unit:

• Nature of God (e.g. omni words)

• Heaven and Hell
• Importance of Jesus' birth, crucifixion and 

resurrection
Islam Beliefs unit:
• Evaluation skills looking at the 6 articles of faith



PLCs What are my GAPS?

✓RAG your knowledge on the different topics, 
make sure you then act upon this with revision. 
You must be able to apply your knowledge and 
understanding using detailed examples of 
beliefs and practices.

✓Know and learn your key terms. These are 
really important!

✓Make use of GCSE Pod and revision materials given 
to you.

✓Use Kerboodle to access the online textbook. Log 
in with Microsoft.

✓Learn from previous examination practice and keep 
on practicing examination questions!

Islam Red Amber Green Revised

Beliefs

Oneness of God 

Beliefs of Sunni Islam and Shi’a Islam

Nature of God

Angels

Predestination

Life after death

Prophethood: Adam and Ibrahim 

Muhammad and the Imamate

Holy books

Practices

Five Pillars, Ten Obligatory Acts, 

Shahadah: declaration of faith

Salah: daily prayers

Sawm: fasting during Ramadan

Zakah: giving to charity

Hajj: Pilgrimage

Jihad

Festivals of Id-ul-Fitr and Id-ul-Adha

Festival of Ashura

After each mock, students are given a 
PLC (personalised learning checklist). 
This identifies their strengths and 
areas of development. These should 
be used to target revision topics. HOME



Online / Active Learning

Step 2: Scroll down to find

RE GCSE 

Step 3: Click on digital book: 

Step 1: See previous slide 

HOME

https://www.kerboodle.com/users/login?user_return_to=/app


Online / Active Learning

HOME

Online textbook
Kerboodle.com

Seneca.com



Mr Rattigan- Heads of Year 10
Mrs Bonneywell- Senior Head of Learning













Dealing with exams
• Dealing with exams:

• Support- Even though you may be terrified about the exams too, this is a really tough 
time for lots of children.

• Expert advice says:

• The main thing children need when they are revising is peace, calm and stability at 
home. They already have enough worries at school and pressure revising.

• Link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-
tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts

https://cantacad.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/sites/DoTLSharepoint/Shared%20Documents/PiXL%20-%20Dealing%20with%20Exams.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=HdHisG
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1XBlNWwvl3wYrHb9hGDTPCl/top-tips-for-parents-from-the-mind-set-experts












Link: https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAI
aIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAA
EgLRsvD_BwE

https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAAEgLRsvD_BwE
https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAAEgLRsvD_BwE
https://www.place2be.org.uk/exams?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrs2n34L2ggMVt4BQBh2frAfGEAAYASAAEgLRsvD_BwE


Mr Brooke

Head of Senior School
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